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Notes about the Eastern Imperial Eagle Breeding in the Betpakdala
Desert, Kazakhstan
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Â òå÷åíèå 90 äíåé (ñ 18 ìàðòà ïî 16 èþíÿ 
2009 ã.) â ñîñòàâå ìåæäóíàðîäíîãî ýêñïå-
äèöèîííîãî îòðÿäà ïðîâîäèëèñü íåïðåðûâ-
íûå ïîëåâûå ðàáîòû â ïîëóïóñòûíå Áåòïàê-
äàëà – êðóïíåéøåì â Êàçàõñòàíå àðèäíîì 
ðåãèîíå, ðàñïîëîæåííîì â þæíîé ïîëî-
âèíå ðåñïóáëèêè. Ýêñïåäèöèîííûå ðàáîòû 
ïðîâîäèëèñü â ðàìêàõ âûïîëíåíèÿ Ïîñòà-
íîâëåíèÿ Ïðàâèòåëüñòâà Ðåñïóáëèêè Êàçàõ-
ñòàí ¹298 îò 13 ìàðòà 2009 ã. ïðè ôè-
íàíñîâîé ïîääåðæêå Àãåíòñòâà ïî îõðàíå 
îêðóæàþùåé ñðåäû ÎÀÝ (ERWDA UAE). 
Îáñëåäîâàíèÿìè íà ïîëíîïðèâîäíûõ àâòî-
ìîáèëÿõ áûëà îõâà÷åíà çàïàäíàÿ ÷àñòü Áåò-
ïàêäàëû, â îñíîâíîì â ïðàâîáåðåæüå íèçî-
âèé ðåêè ×ó (Þæíî-Êàçàõñòàíñêàÿ îáëàñòü 
Ðåñïóáëèêè Êàçàõñòàí), ïëîùàäüþ îêîëî 
14–14,5 òûñ. êì2 (ðèñ. 1). Îáùàÿ ïðîòÿæ¸í-
íîñòü ïðîëîæåííûõ çäåñü àâòîìàðøðóòîâ – 
8700 êì, ò. å., â ñðåäíåì, 97 êì/äåíü.

Çà âåñü ïåðèîä ïîëåâûõ èññëåäîâàíèé 
íàéäåíî îäíî æèëîå ãíåçäî âîñòî÷íîãî 
ìîãèëüíèêà (Aquila heliaca). Òåì íå ìååå, 
ìû íå ìîæåì óòâåðæäàòü, ÷òî â îáñëåäî-
âàííîì ðàéîíå íàõîäèëîñü òîëüêî îäíî 
æèëîå ãíåçäî ýòîãî âèäà. Îäíàêî, ïî âñòðå-
÷àåìîñòè íà ìàðøðóòàõ ñðåäè äíåâíûõ 

The surveys were carried out in the western 
part of the plains of the Betpakdala desert 
during the period from March 18 to June 
16, 2009 (fig. 1). The total length of vehicle 
routes that were laid there was 8700 km; 
i.e., on average 97 km/day.

One inhabited nest of the Eastern Imperial 
Eagle (Aquila heliaca) was found during the 
entire period of surveys.

The nest of the Imperial Eagle was located 
in the crown of the white saxaul (Haloxylon 
persicum), at height of 2.4 m from the ground. 
The diameter of the nest was 97×112 cm; 
height was 67×75 cm, the nesting cup oc-
cupied approximately 50% of its total area 
– 42×51 cm – and was 12–15 cm deep. An-
other old semi-collapsed nest (less massive 
than the first one) was located on the neigh-
bouring trunks of this bushy white saxaul.

When the nest was found on May 17, 
2009; two hatchlings of different age were 
surveyed in it. 

Upon our repeated visit on June 2, 2009, 
the nest turned out to have been fallen 
down on the ground; it collapsed when 
the nestlings were inside. The nestlings, 
which started to become fledged, were 
not injured; both of them stayed on the 
ground not far from each other. Nearby, 
the large amount of twigs and branchlets 
of white saxaul were located in a disorder. 
Among them, there were freshly broken 
twigs brought by the adult birds, which 
had already started to build a new nest on 
the ground. The nestlings were relocated 
into the nest that had fallen down; prior 
to that, the nest was fixed and renewed 
by us with the aid of saxaul branches and 
twigs that were found around.

Subsequently, the nest has not been in-
spected anymore; the further destiny of the 
brood has been unknown. 

Ðèñ. 1. Îáñëåäîâàííàÿ òåððèòîðèÿ.

Fig. 1. Surveyed area.
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õèùíûõ ïòèö âîñòî÷íûé ìîãèëüíèê çäåñü 
ÿâíî óñòóïàë êóðãàííèêó (Buteo rufinus) è 
ñòåïíîìó îðëó (Aquila nipalensis).

Ãíåçäî ìîãèëüíèêà ðàñïîëàãàëîñü â âåð-
øèííîé ÷àñòè áåëîãî ñàêñàóëà (Haloxylon 
persicum) âûñîòîé 4,8–5 ì. Îêðóæàþùàÿ 
îáñòàíîâêà ïðåäñòàâëÿëà èç ñåáÿ ñóïåñ÷à-
íûé ó÷àñòîê ñ èçðåæåííûì ñàêñàóëüíèêîì. 

Íèæíèé êðàé ãíåçäà âîçâûøàëñÿ íà 2,4 ì 
îò ïîâåðõíîñòè çåìëè. Ãíåçäîâàÿ ïîñòðîé-
êà, ñîîðóæ¸ííàÿ ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî èç âåòîê 
ñàêñàóëà, à òàêæå èç ñòåáëåé ìíîãîëåòíèõ êó-
ñòàðíè÷êîâ (íåêîòîðûå èç íèõ âûðâàííûå ñ 
êîðíåì) è òðàâ, îêàçàëàñü äîâîëüíî ñòàðîé, 
èñïîëüçîâàâøåéñÿ íà ïðîòÿæåíèè íåñêîëüêèõ 
ñåçîíîâ ðàçìíîæåíèÿ. Ïîâåðõíîñòü ãíåç-
äà ïðàêòè÷åñêè ïîëíîñòüþ îòêðûòà ñâåðõó. 
Äèàìåòð îñíîâíîé ïëîòíîé ìàññû ãíåçäà (íå 
ñ÷èòàÿ ñâîáîäíî è äàëåêî âûñòóïàþùèõ êîí-
öîâ îòäåëüíûõ âåòîê) – 97×112 ñì, âûñîòà – 
67×75 ñì, ëîòîê èç ãîðàçäî áîëåå ìåëêèõ, 
÷åì îñíîâíàÿ ïîñòðîéêà, âåòî÷åê â öåíòðå 
ãíåçäà çàíèìàë ïðèìåðíî 50% îò âñåé åãî 
ïëîùàäè – 42×51 ñì, ãëóáèíà ëîòêà – 12–
15 ñì, à ó÷èòûâàÿ âîçâûøàþùèåñÿ áîðäþ-
ðû èç ãðóáûõ âåòîê ïî íàðóæíîìó êîëüöå-
âîìó âàëó ãíåçäà – 25–33 ñì. Äåâÿòü æèëûõ 
ãí¸çä èíäèéñêîãî âîðîáüÿ (Passer indicus) 
ðàñïîëàãàëèñü êàê â òîëùå îðëèíîãî ãíåçäà 
(áîëüøèíñòâî), òàê è íà ñîñåäíèõ âåãåòèðóþ-
ùèõ âåòêàõ ñàêñàóëà, îáðàçîâàâ íåáîëüøóþ 
ãíåçäîâóþ êîëîíèþ. Åù¸ íåñêîëüêî ñòàðûõ 
ãí¸çä èíäèéñêîãî âîðîáüÿ òàêæå íàõîäèëèñü 
â ñàìîé ãíåçäîâîé ïîñòðîéêå è íà âåòâÿõ â 
âåðõíåé ÷àñòè êóñòèñòîãî äåðåâà.

Íà ñîñåäíèõ ñòâîëàõ ýòîãî æå, äîâîëüíî 
ñèëüíî êóñòèñòîãî, äåðåâà áåëîãî ñàêñàóëà 
íàõîäèëîñü äðóãîå ñòàðîå ïîëóîáðóøåííîå 
ãíåçäî (ìåíåå ìàññèâíîå). Î÷åâèäíî, ÷òî â 
í¸ì íåñêîëüêî ëåò íàçàä ìîãëà ãíåçäèòüñÿ 
ïàðà îðëîâ, è íå èñêëþ÷åíî, ÷òî ýòà æå. 

Ïðè îáíàðóæåíèè ãíåçäà 17 ìàÿ 2009 ã. â 
í¸ì íàõîäèëîñü äâà ðàçíîâîçðàñòíûõ ïòåí-
öà â ïåðâîì ïóõîâîì íàðÿäå.

Ïðè ïîâòîðíîì ïîñåùåíèè 2 èþíÿ 

Ïàðà âçðîñëûõ ïòèö 
(ââåðõó) è ñàìêà 
(âíèçó) íà ãíåçäîâîì 
ó÷àñòêå.
Ôîòî À. Æàòêàíáàåâà.

Pair (upper) and the 
female (bottom) near 
the nest. Photos by
A. Zhatkanbayev.

Ãíåçäîâîé ó÷àñòîê, 
ãíåçäî è âûâîäîê 
âîñòî÷íîãî ìîãèëüíè-
êà (Aquila heliaca) â 
Áåòïàêäàëå.
Ôîòî À. Æàòêàíáàåâà.

Breeding territory, 
nest and brood of the 
Eastern Imperial Eagle 
(Aquila heliaca) in the 
Betpakdala Desert.
Photos by
A. Zhatkanbayev.
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2009 ã. ãíåçäî îêàçàëîñü ñâàëèâøèìñÿ íà 
çåìëþ. Èç-çà ñâîåé áîëüøîé ìàññû, ñëîìàâ 
íåñóùèå âåòâè ñàêñàóëà, îíî îáðóøèëîñü 
âìåñòå ñ ïòåíöàìè. Íà÷àâøèå îïåðÿòüñÿ 
ïòåíöû íå ïîñòðàäàëè, îáà íàõîäèëèñü íà 
çåìëå, ïîáëèçîñòè äðóã îò äðóãà. Ðÿäîì ñ 
íèìè áåñïîðÿäî÷íî ëåæàëî ìíîãî îäåðå-
âåíåëûõ âåòîê (ñó÷üåâ) è âåòî÷åê áåëîãî 
ñàêñàóëà, â òîì ÷èñëå è ñâåæåîáëîìàííûõ 
(åù¸ íå óñïåâøèõ çàâÿòü), ïðèíåñ¸ííûõ 
âçðîñëûìè. Âèäèìî, øëî ñîîðóæåíèå íî-
âîé ïðèìèòèâíîé ãíåçäîâîé ïîñòðîéêè íà 
çåìëå. Ïòåíöû áûëè ïåðåìåùåíû â ñâà-
ëèâøååñÿ ãíåçäî, ïåðåä ýòèì èñêóññòâåííî 
ïîäïðàâëåííîå è ïîäíîâëåííîå âàëÿâøè-
ìèñÿ ðÿäîì âåòêàìè è âåòî÷êàìè ñàêñàóëà.

Â äàëüíåéøåì ãíåçäî íå ïðîâåðÿëîñü è 
ñóäüáà âûâîäêà íåèçâåñòíà. Îäíàêî, âåðî-
ÿòíîñòü äàëüíåéøåãî âûæèâàíèÿ ïòåíöîâ â 
óïàâøåì íà çåìëþ ãíåçäå âñ¸-òàêè ïðèñóò-
ñòâîâàëà, ââèäó òîãî, ÷òî â ýòîì ðàéîíå èìå-
ëèñü ðàñïîëîæåííûå íà çåìëå è åæåãîäíî 
çàñåëÿåìûå ñòàðûå ãí¸çäà ñòåïíîãî îðëà, 
óñïåøíîñòü ãíåçäîâàíèÿ â êîòîðûõ, ïîâè-
äèìîìó, áûëà ïîëîæèòåëüíîé, íåñìîòðÿ íà 
îáèòàíèå çäåñü õèùíûõ ìëåêîïèòàþùèõ.

Â çàêëþ÷åíèè õî÷åòñÿ ïîáëàãîäàðèòü Ìî-
õàììåäà Ñàëåõ Õàñàí Àëü Áàéäàíè (Moham-
med Saleh Hasan Al Baidani), ðàíåå ìåíåä-
æåðà, à ñåé÷àñ äèðåêòîðà Íàöèîíàëüíîãî 
öåíòðà ïî èçó÷åíèþ ïòèö ÎÀÝ (National Avi-
an Research Centre, NARC, ERWDA, UAE), 
áåç ëè÷íîãî ó÷àñòèÿ êîòîðîãî íàñòîÿùàÿ ðà-
áîòà íå ìîãëà áûòü îñóùåñòâë¸ííîé.

Îïåðÿþùèåñÿ ïòåíöû âîñòî÷íîãî ìîãèëüíèêà íà 
çåìëå (ââåðõó) è ïåðåíåñ¸ííûå â âîññòàíîâëåííîå 
ãíåçäî (âíèçó). Ôîòî À. Æàòêàíáàåâà.

Nestlings of the Eastern Imperial Eagle near the 
destroyed nest (upper) and in the restored nest on the 
ground (bottom). Photos by A. Zhatkanbayev.
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Áåëàÿ ñîâà (Nyctea scandiaca) ðåãóëÿðíî 
çèìóåò â ñåâåðíîé ïîëîâèíå Êàçàõñòàíà 
(Äåìåíòüåâ, 1951; Ãàâðèí, 1962; Ãàâðèëîâ, 
1999; Gavrilov, Gavrilov, 2005), þæíåå 
ïðîíèêàÿ ëèøü â ãîäû çíà÷èòåëüíûõ èíâà-
çèé, êîòîðûå ñâÿçàíû, âåðîÿòíî, ñ êîëåáà-
íèÿìè ÷èñëåííîñòè ëåììèíãîâ â ðàçíûõ 
÷àñòÿõ ãíåçäîâîãî àðåàëà ñîâû (Äåìåí-
òüåâ, 1951). Äëÿ þæíîé ïîëîâèíû Êàçàõ-
ñòàíà, êàê è äëÿ äðóãèõ ðåãèîíîâ Ñðåäíåé 
Àçèè (âêëþ÷àÿ Òóðêìåíèþ, Óçáåêèñòàí 

The Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca) is regu-
larly recorded as a wintering species for the 
northern part of Kazakhstan (Gavrin, 1962; 
Gavrilov, 1999). Only occasional records are 
known for the south part as well as other 
regions of Central Asia, and almost of them 
were at the middle of the past century (Ga-
vrin, 1962; Mitropolskiy, 2006). Thus, virtu-
ally there is a half-century gap èìåëñÿ in the 
data on the species wintering in the south 
part of Kazakhstan.


